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put a lot of their officers through the ice, and the ships were
therefore useless. Germans knew this and were preparing
expedition accordingly. Talk of British and French naval
officers going over to take charge, but these officers said they
would prefer to take their own crews.
Yacht Club, London, Wednesday, April 25$.
I wrote the last scene but one of " The Roll Call " to-day, and
was exhausted.   Lunched alone at crowded Reform Club.
I walked down past Buckingham Palace this morning. Two
naval petty officers outside in full fig, and their women. A police
superintendent (?) and a policeman at gates. Former said to
latter : " We'd better be getting 'em in," and then to the
sailors, " You decorations ? Come on. Come along. Come
on," curtly, as if they had done some deed suspicious, and not
valorous. The sailors talked with their women for a few
moments, and then went obediently within the precincts. They
were two roughish, short, thick-set chaps.
Called at Reform dub, where I spent 40 minutes with Wells
and an American journalist-lecturer-professor named Mac-
donald, over here for the New York Nation. Wells was talking
about the after-war exacerbationary reaction on nerves, which
would cause rows, quarrels etc. unless it was consciously kept
well in hand, and Macdonald said that a year or so after the
San Francisco earthquake prominent S.F. men would disappear ;
they were in sanatoria, etc. Also lifelong friends, such as
business partners, would quarrel over some trifle, each go to
his solicitor, and never speak to one another again.
Cotnarques, Monday, April
To-day, in accordance with time-table, I finished my novel
" The Roll Call " at 4 p.m.
Yacht Cltib, London, Friday, May qth.
I came to town on Tuesday meaning to take a few clays' holiday
after I had written my Statesman stuff. But Pinker had arranged
for me to do the official War Savings article in 3 days for
the Strand so that it could appear in their July number. So
that I had to begin at once. And I had so much neuralgia
yesterday that I couldn't do anything at all.
At Reform, and Rickards talked admirably, qmte differently
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